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III-4.00 - POLICY ON UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS 
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Subject Year 
Courses 

Biological and Physical Sciences 
The courses completed must be in at least 
two different subject areas. Two of the three 
courses must include a laboratory experience. 
For students interested in Science, 
Technology, Engineering or Mathematics 
(STEM) related careers (such as medicine, 
engineering, the sciences, veterinary medicine, 
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B. Early Admission 
Early admission may be granted to a high school student who has demonstrated superior 
scholarship, as evidenced by the student’s academic record or performance on standardized 
entrance examinations. The expectation is that the student will earn a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Each institution that offers early admission shall publish its procedures. 

 
C. Admission of Students from Non-accredited/Non-approved High Schools 

First year incoming applicants for admission who are graduates of non-accredited/non-approved 
high schools will be reviewed individually, with consideration given to factors such as scores on 
nationally standardized tests, high school course content, performance in high school academic 
courses, the performance of previous students with similar academic preparation, and other 
appropriate criteria as developed by each institution. 

 
D. Admission of Students with Non-U.S. Records 

Students who have completed part or all of their secondary and/or post-secondary education 
in a non-U.S. educational system may be admitted using the guidelines of the following 
educational associations: 

 
(1) Association of International Educators (NAFSA) 
(2) American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO) 
(3) National Association of College Admissions Counselors (NACAC) 

 
Each USM institution will establish procedures to ensure consistency in admission practices for 
its applicants with academic records from non-U.S. institutions. 

 
E. Admission of Home-Schooled Students 

All home-schooled students must demonstrate compliance with state and local education 
regulations. Demonstration of the competencies outlined in the USM requirements for 
admission may be combined with scores on a nationally standardized examination such as ACT 
or SAT to satisfy the minimum qualifications for admission. For Maryland students, the home 
instruction program must comply with COMAR I3A.10.01.01. 

 
F. Admission of Students with Proficiency-Based Standards, Standardized Examinations, or 

Equivalency Diplomas 
Students who have graduated from regionally accredited secondary institutions with proficiency-
based standards will be considered individually. Each secondary institution with proficiency-
based standards will be asked to provide documentation of the student's achievement in 
secondary school. 

 
Admission may be granted to students who have been awarded a high school equivalency 
diploma by passing a standardized evaluation, such as the General Educational Development 
(GED) test or the External Diploma Program (EDP). Each USM institution will establish 
procedures to ensure consistency in admission practices for its applicants presenting external 
evaluations. 
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G. Admission of Students Who Have Been Out of School More Than Three Years Students who 
have earned a high school diploma (or equivalent) with a minimum GPA equivalent to a C or 
better, but who are more than three years beyond high school enrollment, may be admitted 
without meeting the usual criteria for admission if the institution determines that the applicant 
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transfer programs, updated on a regular basis, shall be available to potential transfer students to serve 
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B. Maintenance of Records 
Each USM institution shall maintain in each enrolled student's record evidence that minimum 
criteria for admission have been met. In those instances when a student has been admitted 
under exceptions to existing institutional policies, the institution shall retain an explanation of 
those exceptions and a record of the student's academic success in collegiate credit-bearing 
courses. The record shall contain a note as to the specific requirements for which the exception 
was made, for example, minimum GPA, lack of standardized test scores, or demonstration of 
competency in the required courses. 

 
C. Application Fee 

Each USM constituent institution in the University System of Maryland may assess a non-


