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The BPW meets every two weeks.  The USM Agenda for these meetings is prepared based on a schedule 
that includes deadlines to USM and also deadlines for the submission to BPW (see attached schedule).   
 
The following types of items must be presented to the BPW for its consideration and approval: 
 

 All service contracts and capital improvement contracts exceeding $1 million require prior 
BPW approval.   

 Any change order to a capital improvement contract, or service contract, which exceeds 
$1 million requires prior BPW approval.   

 Any option renewal that exceeds $1 million requires prior BPW approval.   

 Any contract funded with General Obligation Bond (GO) funds regardless of dollar amount 
requires BPW approval.  These are typically capital equipment items for new facilities but 
could also include projects considered maintenance items. DBM has instructed that any 
contract funded with Bond Premium Funds or PAYGO (General Funds) must be treated as 
if it were GO Bond funds.  Therefore, any contracts utilizing these fund sources must have 
prior BPW approval. 

 All real property acquisitions and dispositions require BPW approval, except for real 
property acquisitions by gift.  (https://www.usmd.edu/regents/bylaws/SectionVIII/VIII-4.01.pdf) 

 

 When an institution submits an item for consideration by the BPW, it is the responsibility 
of the requesting institution to provide the valid fund source for the contract.  A resource 
for determining the fund source and the budget language is the approved capital budget 
that can be found here:   
 
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/Pubs/BudgetFiscal/2022rs-budget-docs-capital-house-
appropriations-report.pdf 
 

In addition, the Maryland General Assembly has provided PAYGO funding for numerous Facility 
Renewal Projects utilizing PAYGO (General Funds).  As indicated previously, PAYGO funded projects 
must be treated as if they were GO Bond funds and therefore any contracts for a maintenance 
project requires prior approval by the BPW. 
 
A full list of PAYGO funded projects (FY 2021 to present) can be provided upon request.  Please contact 
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